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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES

salve Knole! Amanda in tablino scribit. Sylvia intrat. Sylvia
Amandum salutat. David est coquus. David in culina laborat.
Sylvia culinam intrat. Sylvia cibum gustat. Sylvia est laetus.

That’s latin homework out of the way, Sylvia (Tillotson) will be well
pleased! Our latin group progress has been frozen of late, due to
the Beast from the East. We are not the only one.

Fifty of our members attended our Building on Success workshop,
far more than were expected. Michael and Sylvia had prepared a
full agenda and excellent presentations were made by Lesley and
Richard Jolly, Carol Oakley and Richard Teare and Sharon Willmore,
with valuable input from Magda Sweetland. Topics included the U3A
ethos of all members contributing to Knole’s success; how to run a
successful study group; the reinstatement of the extramural group
and, last but not least, the benefits of IT to a U3A in the 21 st

century. The breakout groups gave the opportunity for lively debate
and the plenary session could have lasted for much longer. The
event was surely a blueprint for future sessions. Well done and
thank you to all the contributors.

You have been advised that Alan Heyes is standing down as
handbook editor. I am pleased to announce that Barbara Walker has
agreed to take over this task. Barbara has produced leaflets before
and I am confident that she will approach Knole’s handbook with a
fresh eye that will see more content transferred to our website,
resulting in a more concise publication.

Finally, Lesley and Richard Jolly have kindly agreed to host our
summer BBQ again and this year it will be the 3 July. I will be
searching for organisers. A task shared is a task halved. Invitations
to group contacts and committee members will be sent in due
course.

vale!

Amanda Birch

COMING UP
MONTHLY MEETINGS

2 - 4pm at the Community

Centre, Bat and Ball

Monday 23rd April

Cheese to please

Monday 21st May

From “Titanic” to ‘Skyfall” the

Highs and Lows of a stunt

woman’s life

Monday 25th June

Knole U3A 9th AGM

Monthly Coffee Mornings

at the Bricklayers Arms,

Chipstead from 10.30 – 12

Thursday 12th April

Thursday 10th May

Thursday 14th June

March 2018
No 53

Knole U3A can be found at—http://www.knoleu3a.org.uk

News from Knole
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News from the Groups

English Concertina
The English Concertina Group has been playing together for about 8 years. We are only 4 in
number now, three ladies and myself, as 3 of our players have either left the area or sadly
passed away. We have lots of enjoyment playing together and also occasionally give public
performances for old folk or handicapped clubs. From time to time we play music with a
Recorder Group from Sevenoaks U3A.

We are a joint group so we can draw our members from Sevenoaks or Knole U3A’s.
We meet on alternate Mondays mornings at the Methodist Church Hall in Otford.

We would really like to attract some new members to our little band
and we would be happy to organise some training on the instrument
for anyone who has read music in the past and perhaps played
another instrument such as the recorder or similar. No matter if you
are rusty or your experience goes back to school days you will get a
warm and friendly welcome.
The Concertina is an interesting traditional instrument and we would
very much like to keep it alive by expanding our membership. As
concertinas are quite expensive it might be possible for us to
arrange for a new player to borrow an instrument to get started.

If anyone would like to find out more please contact me.

David Robson.

Film Group
2018 started strongly with acclaimed thought provoking films and the
programme continues with:

March The Usual Suspects
April Chocolat
May Lincoln
June 8 Basque surnames (Spanish and chosen by the late Blanca
Wynn)

This group is full and currently operating a waiting list. Please contact me for details of
future activities and if you would like to be put on the waiting list or interested in starting a
new group. If the latter, I am very happy to help you get started!

Rodney Dawson

French for Improvers have a new group contact

Lucy Hall has decided to step down as group contact for French
Improvers and Eddie Hathaway has kindly agreed to be the future
contact.

Meetings: 1 st and 3rd Wednesdays, 2.30-4.00pm

Eddie Hathaway
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The Industrial Heritage Group hears all about the history of Printing
in Kent and its Canals

The Industrial Heritage Group now has 23 members who are all keen on researching and
presenting talks about our industrial past. Most of the talks to date have focused very much
on the industrial past of Kent and the Wealden area of Kent, but we are now starting to
spread our wings and look further afield, but still including local content where possible.
Recent talks have explored the ‘History of Kent’s Canals and its Canalised Rivers’, by Mark
Hammer (yes Kent did have some and you can still see the signs of them today in the
landscape!), and a ‘History of Printing in Kent’ by Brenda Mullinger. You can read a bit
more about these talks on the website. Both these well-researched and presented talks,
ably demonstrate that our members are exercising the intellectual rigour advocated by the

U3A’s self-help learning principles, with enjoyment being the
prime motivation.

The group can accommodate a few more members as we meet
in Holmesdale on the first Thursday of the month so please
contact me if you are keen on researching our industrial
history, and prepared to give a talk to the group either by
yourself or with another member of the group.

Alan Heyes

London Studies 2 are looking for new members

Our London Studies Groups are some of Knole’s most popular groups (we now have seven
as well as three London Walking Groups), and they provide a great opportunity to see (and
research) many aspects of our Capital City. Members get the opportunity to visit little
known places and get a fascinating insight into the history and development of London.

London Studies 2 are a friendly, welcoming group who are looking for new members. If you
are interested or would like more information, please contact Lesley – details below.

Lesley Tibbitts

Ornate US printing press
at Amberley Museum
visited by the Group in
Summer 2016
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Poetry at Knole

Spring Quiet

Gone were but the Winter,
Come were but the Spring,
I would go to a covert
Where the birds sing;

Where in the whitethorn
Singeth a thrush,
And a robin sings
In the holly-bush.

Full of fresh scents
Are the budding boughs
Arching high over
A cool green house:

Full of sweet scents,
And whispering air
Which sayeth softly:
"We spread no snare;

"Here dwell in safety,
Here dwell alone,
With a clear stream
And a mossy stone.

"Here the sun shineth
Most shadily;
Here is heard an echo
Of the far sea,
Though far off it

Christina Rossetti, 1830 -1894

Science Group - Science for all

The talks and visits are open to every member of Knole U3A, so please come along and
hear a great mix of talks with a science and technology focus. The meetings take place in
Sevenoaks Weald Memorial Hall (situated on the edge of the Sevenoaks Weald village
green, close to the post office and shop), from 2.30-4.30 pm. Entrance fee for talks
including the seminar is only £2, exceptional good value as it also include tea and biscuits!

Our talks embrace a wide range of topics, many of which report on how
science is improving our daily lives. A good example of this was the talk
by Dr Stuart McDonald from Barts Cancer Institute, in February on ‘Why
is Cancer so difficult to treat? His talk highlighted the amazing state-of-
the-art research being undertaken at BCI in their effort to understand
how best to treat Cancer; and also explained the real promise the
research has to improve life expectancy.

The talk is to be followed up by a Science Group visit to Dr McDonald’s
research laboratory later this year to hear more about his important
work especially related Bowel Cancer. Details of this visit (and others)
will be announced at the Science Group meeting in April.

Christina Rossetti wrote ‘Spring Quiet’ when she was only
16. The family had fallen into severe financial difficulties
when her father became unwell, and Christina was also ill.
The poem gives solace in its delicate evocation of spring:
freshness, coolness, greenness, sweetness and promise for
the future. Spring, unlike life, will “spread no snare”, and
in nature you can “dwell in safety”.

Jean Shepherd
Poetry Group 1

If you have a favourite poem you would like to share with
members please get in touch with the newsletter editor.
For copyright reasons we cannot normally publish a poem
unless its author has been dead at least 75 years.

Bowel Cancer
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Science Group Talks in April and May

5th April – What has the chemical industry ever done for us? - Peter Dixon (who is one of
our members so please come along and support him)

3rd May – Exploring how social communication changes across the lifespan – Dr Elisabeth
Bradford

Christine Walls

Get fit for the summer – Join a Knole Walking Group

Knole U3A is fortunate to have a number of walking groups ranging from the day-
walking group which manages over 10 miles each time, to the half-day groups, which

tackle around 5 miles, and the Strollers group
which do gentle, flat walks of 2/3 miles. Joining
a walking group is a great way to get fit, see
some of the great views in the Weald area (and
spot some historic buildings), but above all,
enjoy the company of your fellow group
members. Further details of all our walking
groups are in the Handbook. If the group you
are interested in happens to be full please
contact one of the Group Coordinators (details
at the back of this newsletter).

New Amblers Walking Group 2

A new walking group, aiming to cover about 3/4 miles at a
moderate pace with a few stiles and gentle ascents, will
be starting in April. We will end the walks with an optional
lunch or coffee. We will meet on the 4 th Thursday of each
month, with our first walk on Thursday 26 April.

If you would like to join this group or would like more
information, please contact either
Sharon Willmore
or
Sandy Hull

The Strollers Group has a new group contact

For a number of years now this Strollers Group has been ably led by Jackie McGauley,
but she is no longer able to continue. Fortunately Reg Glennon has very kindly agreed to

take over as Group Contact (details below). Although
this group is currently full, please contact Reg if you
would like to go on the waiting list. Rather than wait,
why not help to start a second group? The Group
Coordinators to help you start it. The Strollers Groups
aim to undertake gentle, flat walks of approximately
2/3 miles, ending with an optional coffee or pub lunch.
A stroll around Knole Park would be a great way to
help you meet those NHS exercise targets, and there is
also a good café/restaurant at the House, called the
Brewhouse Café.

Reg Glennon
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What’s new on the website

The News from the Groups part of the website contains a wealth of information
about the interesting visits and activities undertaken by our groups. In
particular there are interesting details of the opportunities for visiting
buildings, exhibitions and museums in London. Even if you are not in one of
these groups, you may find information about one of their visits of interest and
worth following up by organising your own visit.

Our Book Clubs recommend some light reading for the Spring

- How to stop time by Matt Haig
- A Year of wonder by Geraldine Brooks

London Studies 1 cross the Poosticks bridge (without the need to travel to Sussex) at
the Winnie-the-Pooh: Exploring a Classic exhibition at the Victoria and Albert Museum,
and ride a post office train at the Post Office Museum with some members becoming
temporary postmen!

London Studies 5 also visited the Post Office museum in February – it proved to be one
of the most interesting museums in London and well worth a visit especially if you take a
ride on the post train!

London studies 1 enjoying a return to childhood at the V&A

London Studies 2 visit the oldest theatre in London
and get shown round by Sheridan and Nell Gwynn!

Some of our members just love
dressing up!The Post Office mail train, which

is now modified for passenger
traffic
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London Studies 6 report that one of their most interesting visits
recently was to Charterhouse – why not visit it yourself? It dates
back to the 13 th Century and the museum is free to visit.

The Science Group hear all about the pioneering cancer research being undertaken at
Bart’s Cancer Institute

The Day Walking Group see signs of Spring (just before the snow arrived to bring it to
a halt), interesting buildings as well as lots of mud!

London Walks 3 kick off their inaugural meeting
with a stroll around Clerkenwell and come across the
tranquil Cloister garden at the Museum of the Order
of St John. The museum is free to visit so why not
combine it with a visit to Charterhouse (see above).

The Half-Day Walking Group dance in the mud
around Chevening - scope for a new U3A group
activity?
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Industrial Heritage Group hear all about the history of Printing in Kent

Historic Houses Group visit Dickens London house

A big thank you to one of our volunteers – Peter Munro

After all her hard work in getting Beacon operational, and allowing the Newsletter to be
sent out by email and other messages to our membership, Our IT Coordinator, Carol
Oakley, is now turning her hand to revamp the website as recently agreed by our
Executive Committee.

It is timely therefore to give a big thanks to Peter Munro for all his work in setting up our
current website, working with others as a team, providing the technical know-how to
enable our U3A to have a pretty decent and easily accessible website over the past few

years. Peter, in the true ethos of the U3A, taught himself how to develop
the website and personally sorted out technical issues as they arose. He
also provided appropriate training for those of our members who provided
data to the site.

Peter’s website work is an excellent example of what U3A is all about –
taking an initiative to contribute; volunteering time and effort; self help
and continuous learning of new skills in retirement. He will be a hard act
to follow.

Whitefriars Wharf sign, Tonbridge – a link to the
former Whitefriars Press, which used to be an
important printing company in the town from
1897 to 1989
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Monthly meetings
23rd April – Jenny Deeprose: Cheese to please!
Jenny is a food journalist, cheese judge and member of the Guilde de Fromagers, who
writes and talks about cheese.

21st May – Lucy Allen: From ‘Titanic’ to ‘Skyfall’

The highs and low of a stunt-woman’s life, and more recent ups, downs and stunts
following these films.

25th June – Knole U3A 9 th AGM
With, by popular demand a return visit by Jacqueline Aviolet! Not nuts this time, but who
knows it may turn out that way!

Diary 2018
April

Thursday 5th Science Group

Thursday 12th Coffee Morning

Monday 23rd Monthly Meeting

Thursday 26th Computer Group

May

Thursday 10th Science Group

Thursday 10th Coffee Morning

Monday 21st Monthly Meeting

Thursday 24th Computer Group

June

Thursday 7th Science Group technical visit

Thursday 14th Coffee Meeting

Monday 25th AGM

Thursday 28th Computer Group AGM
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Website Calendar
You do not have to wait for the latest Newsletter to find our what is on in our U3A. The
website Calendar contains details of all major meetings for the coming year including the
Open Groups such as the Computer and Science Group.

Useful Information and Important Messages

Committee Members

The current membership password for the website is given
in the printed edition of this Newsletter.

National Events

Details of interesting national events appear on the Third Age Trust website –

www.u3a.org.uk

Knole May 2018 Newsletter

Copy should be sent (with email addresses please) to:

Jean Heyes

Copy is required by Monday May 7 th

Chairman Amanda Birch

Vice Chair Sylvia Tillotson

Treasurer Richard Teare

Secretary Jenny Burton

Group Coordinators Michael Stokes

Sylvia Tillotson
Membership Sec Janet Ford

Meetings Coordinator Stewart Armstrong

IT Coordinator Carol Oakley


